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“FOR IF THE TRUMPET
MAKES AN UNCERTAIN
S O U N D, W H O W I L L P R E PA R E
FOR BATTLE?”
(1 COR, 14:7-8).
While I well understand Paul’s context for these words was
making our speech clear so others can understand our public
utterances, I think a real application can be made to the kind of
message we’re sending to the culture in which we live.
We are in an ideological battle for the soul of our nation. It is, in
fact, very much like an ideological cold war. Much of the West has
already capitulated to a form of secular progressivism in which
the Church plays a lesser role in regard to influencing the public
mind. Even in our country, political correctness and fear of public
scorn keep many in the American Church sidelined and afraid to
enter the public debate.
However, the greatest apostle of the first century did not take
this reticent approach in engaging the culture of his day. Paul
challenged the various religions and philosophies of the first
century with the truth of the gospel; teaching, preaching, and
witnessing in both Jewish and pagan environments with a tireless
zeal that was never quenched.
Today, more than ever, both clarity of conviction as well as
authenticity is desperately needed in the Church. We must not
give an uncertain sound, as though wavering in our convictions,
but neither can we clutter the clarity of our message with actions
that deny what we say.
This edition of Connecting Point Magazine will help shine the light
on our need for both clarity and authenticity, as well as
encourage us to stand by our conditions for the truth. At the end
of the day, it’s that truth alone that sets the captive free.
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WHY WAIT? GET STARTED
ON YOUR DEGREE TODAY!

SUMMIT BIBLE COLLEGE
EQUIPPING CHRISTIAN LEADERS TO HELP THOSE IN NEED SINCE 1996
APPLY TODAY FOR OUR UPCOMING FALL QUARTER IN SEPTEMBER!
Get your Associate, Bachelor, Master, or Doctoral degree quickly and affordably thorough Summit Bible College. We
have degrees in Christian Counseling, Coaching or Apologetics, as well as in Chaplaincy, Missions and Evangelism,
Pastoral Leadership, Christian Studies and much, much more!
Summit has been “Equipping Christian Leaders To Help Those In Need” since 1996, and many SBC graduates are
fulfilling the vision God has entrusted to them. Students from all 50 states and from around the world have found
Summit Bible College to be an effective, practical, and affordable way to get their degree and equip them for their life’s
calling. The Fall Quarter begins in September, but you can apply anytime. Call, or go online today!

SUMMIT BIBLE COLLEGE, 2525 M STREET, BAKERSFIELD, CA 93301
PHONE: (661) 328-1151 EMAIL: INFO@SUMMITBIBLECOLLEGE.COM
WEBSITE: SUMMITBIBLECOLLEGE.COM
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“FINALLY, BRETHREN, PRAY FOR US,
THAT THE WORD OF THE LORD MAY
RUN SWIFTLY AND BE GLORIFIED,
JUST AS IT IS WITH YOU…”
2 THESSALONIANS 3:1

THE IRREPRESSIBLE
GOOD NEWS

Mark Twain once humorously quipped, “A lie
can travel halfway around the world while
the truth is putting on its shoes.” So it would
seem. We know the reality is that bad news
sells, and drama and conflict usually lead to
better ratings than tales of the uneventful
happenings in the world. In fact, we are so
inundated with bad news that the occasional “feel
good” story at the end of the evening news is likely
to elicited genuine tears as we cling to the hope
that there is still some good in the world.

In reality, there is only good in the world because
God is at work in the world. Were we to be bereft
of his presence and the hope that we have in Christ,
there would indeed be no cause for rejoicing
anywhere. Apart from the good news of the gospel,
man has only a certain looking forward to judgment.
The buildup to the end of all things has begun, and
we who live in this time are truly witnesses to
history in the making. For many, this will be a time of
terror and fear, but to those who hope in Christ, it
is the time in which we are told to lift our heads in
anticipation for our redemption. For those who
have eyes to see and ears to hear, the cryptic

DR. RANDY LANE BUNCH
prophecies made by Old Testament prophets are
coming to pass with chilling accuracy before our
very eyes, from the realization of the nation of Israel
reassembling like so many dry bones in their ancient
homeland to the blood red moons Joel predicted
hundreds of years before Christ walked the earth.
These things are given as a witness, not only to the
fulfillment of God’s end time plan, but as proof to
the credibility of the witness of scripture.
When one considers that the sixty-six books of the
Bible were penned by more than forty authors over
a period of roughly fifteen hundred years, the
coherency and unity of the message are incredible.
In Isaiah, chapter 53 we see the shadowy prefiguring
of the suffering Servant while in the gospels we see
the blood-red reality of His crucifixion. In Numbers
we see Moses lift up the brazen serpent so that all
who are bitten in the camp may be healed, while on
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the cross we see the anti-type of that image
raised up so that all who look upon Him might be
saved. We see in the Exodus the bleeding of the
Passover lamb, the innocent suffering for the guilty,
while at Calvary we see the Lamb of God taking
away the sins of the world. All the images,
sacrifices, and prophetic writings testify to
redemption’s story of God coming down to earth
that the way to heaven may be opened for sinful
men.
For generations the greatest story every told has
crossed the seas, leapt over walls, passed through
barbed wire, and slipped through borders to lift
the hearts of the oppressed, give strength to the
faint, and restore sight to the blind. That story of
redemption inspired Handel to write
his Messiah and moved Michelangelo, Dante, and
countless others to create their immortal
masterpieces. More than any other figure in
human history, the looming figure of the Son of
Man has done more ennoble men, deliver
captives, lift the lowly, and give hope in the midst
of hopelessness. While His detractors have been
many, he has outlived them all to remain the most
influential figure in all the world. Countless faithful
believers, willingly to pay the ultimate price, have

suffered persecution and even perished while
carrying this imperishable message of good news
to the lost, and still today many suffer as they
worship God and His Son, Jesus, whom He sent
to save us all. They do so because they know their
hope will outlive this life here below, and that
their ultimate reward is awaiting them in eternity.
This is a living word that no man, government, or
ideology can stop, and indeed, as Christ declared,
the gates of hell have been unable to prevail
against His Church. The scriptures testify to that
heavenly Kingdom yet to come and which has
already come to dwell in the hearts of believers. It
is a Kingdom that cannot be assailed or
conquered, whose King has already triumphed
over His foes. It is a Kingdom into which all may
freely enter, but into which we can only find
access under the shadow of the cross. This
Kingdom has no address and yet it can be found
on every continent and in every nation, while its
ambassadors run to carry its message of
emancipation from the bondage of sin to
wherever men are found. This is the good news
that through Christ our captivity has been turned
and the way to the tree of life has been
reopened.
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If you are reading this, that message has now
come to you. The gospel is not a call to better or
reform oneself through personal effort or
religious ceremony, but to surrender all attempts
to earn God’s favor and simply trust in the Savior
who paid our debt and made forgiveness and
salvation available. God’s desire is for you to not
only receive this new life for yourself but to
become a Kingdom carrier, sharing in both word
and deed the reality of the transforming power
of the gospel with those whose hearts are
hungry for the eternal realities of peace with
God and purpose for life. In doing so, you
become part of that living story that continues to
change lives today, from the remotest jungles of
Central America to the skyscrapers of
Manhattan, from the Sub-Saharan deserts of
Africa to the marbled halls of power.

It is easy to become pessimistic, cynical, and even
despondent as we see the terrible things that are
happening in the world. Indeed, there is great
darkness in many places, but we do not lose
heart as though God has gone out of business.
He is at work in the world today, and the gospel
is still finding an audience in the hearts of men.
One day the tattered curtain of space and time
will fall away, and we will step into that eternal
reality which is our great hope and from which
we will never depart. Until then, we who believe
can know that just on the other side of that veil
are the millions of believers who have preceded
us into glory, cheering us on as we take the
irrepressible good news of Jesus to the ends of
the earth.
From Dr. Randy’s devotional book, Immutable:
Changeless Truth For A Changing World

Connecting Point
Communications
Where God’s Answers Meet Man’s Questions

The teaching ministry of Dr. Randy Lane Bunch
Seminars • Revivals • Church Services
To schedule a meeting with Dr. Randy, at your church
or ministry event, simply email him
at info@connectingpc.org
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BY DR. JOHN CHASTEEN

HOLINESS
IS NOT A BAD WORD
WE NEED TO RECLAIM THIS CONCEPT FOR A NEW GENERATION THAT
HAS ONLY SEEN THE BAD STEREOTYPES
An important question to ask yourself is, “What
comes to mind when you think of the word
holiness?” For many, the term conjures up
stereotypical images of legalism—things like
button up collars, long sleeves, no jewelry and
snake handling. Well, maybe not the snake
handling part, but I think you get my point!
As strange as it may sound, the concept of
holiness almost seems a bit archaic to many
leaders in our current generation. The attitude
that “holiness is optional” seems to permeate
American church culture, yet holiness is a crucial
aspect of the Christian life. Its importance is
woven throughout the fabric of Scripture.
In this day of cultural change and societal
reorientation, how does a minister maintain the
needed balance between remaining relevant and
contending earnestly for the faith? Doesn’t the

Bible call us to a life of holiness? The answer is a
resounding yes!
Let’s start by saying that God has called every
believer to holiness, especially those of us who
lead (see 1 Thessalonians 4:7). Even more
importantly, every leader needs to know how to
incorporate the element of holiness into his or
her everyday life and ministry. I believe the
starting point is to develop a healthy perspective
on holiness by starting with the right concept.
The words holy, holiness, or one of its derivatives
are used more than 495 times in the Old
Testament and 165 times in the New Testament.
We find that more than 670 times in the Bible
the word holy or one of its spin-offs can be found.
Could it be God is trying to get a point across?
More than any other adjective, God uses the
word holy to describe His name, for example:
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Holy God, Holy Spirit, and Holy One of Israel. In
fact, the holiness of God is mentioned even more
than the love of God.

not clearly portray the biblical concept. Here is a
list of a few of these false concepts:

At times, the word holy is used in reference to
items and places. Certain sacrifices were
considered holy to the Lord and places were also
called holy, the idea being that God is saying,
“These are mine, don’t touch.” The second aspect
of holiness in the Old Testament had to do with
purity or goodness, which doesn’t need much
explanation. The New Testament counterpart of
the word is the Greek word, hagios. It literally
means to be set apart or separated unto God.

holiness doesn’t become mean-spirited toward
others. It is so easy to rate ourselves according
to our holiness walk. Don’t do it. Love and be
kind to those who don’t walk in the holiness that
you do.

Holiness is not a long list of
The Hebrew word for holiness is the word,
prohibitions. I had an older gentleman once
kadesh, and it denotes two basic meanings. First,
tell me that as a boy he was grounded for a
it has to do with the idea of exclusiveness. It
month for simply picking up a baseball on Sunday.
describes the idea of setting
Ouch! I realize that for many
something apart, marking it as
reading this article that might hit
“WE MUST KEEP IN MIND THAT
different, uncommon, and not
a little close to home. Yes,
EVERY BELIEVER IS
PROGRESSING
AT
HIS
OWN
for everyday use. The word is
holiness will keep us from doing
SPEED AND MAY NOT BE AT
often used of God and denotes
things we shouldn’t; however,
THE SAME LEVEL AS YOU OR I
that He is totally separate from
AM. HOLINESS DOES NOT
God’s intent is not to withhold
SEPARATE
US
FROM
OTHER
all of creation. In the term “the
from us.
BELIEVERS”
Holy One of Israel,” the word
Holiness is often
shows the exclusiveness of Israel
interpreted as meanness.
to God.
We have to be very careful that our personal

A contemporary example that I like to use to
portray the idea of being set apart would be a
ritual that happens every Thanksgiving Day at my
house. I’m a fanatic about pumpkin pie, so in
order to secure my piece I’ll often take it and set
it apart on top of the fridge. At that point it
becomes set apart, exclusive for someone or
something. Crude illustration I know, but it gets
my point across!
Unfortunately, many view holiness in a negative
light. Many false ideas are perceived that really do

Holiness is not a license to be weird.
Jesus was not an oddball. Different, yes!
Uncommon and set apart, absolutely! Finding the
healthy balance is the tension most of us feel as
leaders as we navigate this postmodern day and
age.
Holiness is not a badge of superiority.
We must keep in mind that every believer is
progressing at his own speed and may not be at
the same level as you or I am. Holiness does not
separate us from other believers. Guard yourself
from pride!
On the positive side, holiness brings with it many
personal benefits and perks that cannot be
attained to any other way. This is not an
exhaustive list, but here are a few things that
could be considered perks.
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Holiness is a work of grace. Holiness
begins on the inside of the believer. In his classic
book, The Pursuit of Holiness, Jerry Bridges writes:
“Holiness is a work of grace.” This means you can
never live a holy life on your own. Without God’s
help true holiness is unattainable.
Holiness positions you for service.
Paul tells Timothy that there are many vessels in a
great house, some for honor and some for
dishonor. He continues to instruct us to be set
apart for the master’s use (see 2 Timothy 2:20–
21). Holiness does just that; it positions you for
greatness.
Holiness begins on the inside. Most
theologians call it provisional holiness. The
Scripture teaches: “Christ has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing so that we could be holy
and blameless before Him in love” (Ephesians 1:4).
The fruit of imputed rightness gives us power to
live holy and pleasing before God.
Holiness can be seen by others and

must be lived out in our daily walk.
As wonderful as provisional holiness is, it must be
accompanied by a life of practical holiness
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Practical
holiness means we regularly crucify the flesh, deny
ourselves and understand the meaning of sacrifice
and service. This in and of itself makes you
different, uncommon, and, in a biblical sense, holy.
Finally, it is imperative to remember that holiness
is the crowning attribute of God Himself. It sets
Him apart from evil and gives Him perfect
freedom from it. It makes Him unlike mankind.
That is why He calls us to be holy, to reflect His
glory and be free from evil (1 Peter 1:15–16).
We are called to be holy—not common. We are
to be different from the world and exclusively His.
This is the attitude that should permeate all we
are and all we do. When we can no longer
differentiate between the ways the world lives
and the way we live, we’ve departed from true
holiness.

TIMELESS TRUTH FOR A SHIFTING SOCIETY
“Now, perhaps more than ever, the Church must rise to the challenge of communicating the
gospel to a nation adrift, without moorings or moral compass. This cannot be done through
argument alone, but through a demonstration of the life and love of God lived out through the
Church as a witness to the world.”
Author, Randy Lane Bunch
This collection of devotional essays by Dr. Randy Bunch, will inspire, challenge, and inform you.
The simple message of the gospel is truth for the ages and the answer for all mankind. While
this was once taken for granted in our nation, it is not so any longer. The strident message of
relative morality promoted by our increasingly secular culture has presented a new challenge
to the church in America.
Part apologetics, part Bible teaching, and part homespun tales with a message to warm the
heart and inspire faith, IMMUTABLE: Changeless Truth for a Changing World will help you to start
thinking about how to engage the culture with the timeless truths of God’s Word. You can
order online from Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Apple iBooks, or go to the book website at
randylanebunch.org! Get your copy today!
Amazon
Barnes &
Apple iBooks
Paperback or Noble Book for all Apple
Ebook formats
Sellers
devices

CONNECTING POINT MAGAZINE, PAGE 10

LIGHT
AND
DA R K N E S S,
LIFE
OR
D E AT H
BY LAWRENCE CARROLL

In recent weeks, we have heard the terms
“fascist” and “Nazi” tossed around frequently.
Those words have been used derisively by some
in the media and entertainment industry to stir
up hatred in the hearts of the viewing public.
Their acrimony has not served them well but has
shown a dark side of what is in their hearts: hate
instead of love and darkness instead of the light
of goodness.
I lived as an expatriate for over two years in
Western Europe. I also traveled extensively into
Eastern Europe in the days of the Iron Curtain,
when the governments that existed on the east
side of that “wall” would not have tolerated such
verbal abuse – and did not. Fortunately, I was
able to travel through some of those places and
see the result of what true totalitarian rule over
the citizenry looks like.

I visited the concentration camp museum of
Dachau in Germany, and the notorious death
camp of Auschwitz in Poland. While at those
places, I was reminded of the evil and hatred in
peoples’ hearts based upon racial and societal
prejudices. While at Auschwitz, I smelled the acrid
odor of burning hair from 40 years prior, which
drove home the point of the depressing sights
that my eyes were absorbing – the evil and
darkness in the human heart.
Also, while traveling in the socialist countries, with
governments set in place by the Soviet
communists, I met and interviewed people who
had been imprisoned and tortured by those who
had extolled the virtues of communism. Both
political philosophies, Nazi-ism and communism,
equally come up short, bankrupt of any decent,
moral component.
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So, when I hear media and entertainment
personalities say that our leaders are fascists or
Nazis, I know they don’t really have a clue. We
are, in fact, blessed here in America, whereas
people truly suffered at the hands of the Nazi
party. Six million Jews and another eleven million
people lost their lives. It is also estimated that
over one-hundred million lost their lives, many in
unspeakable ways, at the hands of the
communists, or global socialists. For more on this,
check out The Black Book of Communism,
produced by Harvard Press. If you still want
more evidence, I encourage you read some of
the works on communism written by Dr. Paul
Kengor, Ph.D.
Today, many are touting a socialist political
philosophy, which is a State-controlled socioeconomic system that uses coercive methods to
maintain its power base. There are many works
which demonstrate this. In fact, volumes have
been written about it, and its history is welldocumented, so I will not elaborate here.
Communism, fascism, unrestrained capitalism, and
even man-orchestrated religious systems, driven
by self-serving power elites, have resulted in
destruction, loss of property, and loss of lives.
And those systems, like the sinful human hearts
behind them, are full of darkness. In fact, man’s
dark deeds are fueled by the dark desires of a
sin-darkened heart. The prophet Jeremiah said in
Jeremiah 16: 9 “The heart is hopelessly dark and
deceitful, a puzzle that no one can figure
out” (Message Bible). Furthermore, Jesus said,
“And this is the condemnation, that the light has
come into the world, and men loved darkness
rather than light, because their deeds were evil.
For everyone practicing evil hates the light, lest
his deeds should be exposed. But he who does
the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may

be clearly seen, that they have been done in
God” (John 3:19-20).
The Scriptures say, “God is light and in Him there
is no darkness at all,” (1 John 1:5). God is light,
but the scriptures also say that God is love, and
love does no evil to its neighbor (see Romans
13:10). As we have seen, Jesus said that men run
after darkness, because their deeds are evil,
causing them to hide from the light. The Psalmist
wrote, “The entrance of your words give
light” (Psalm 119:130). Many books, amounting to
thousands upon thousands of pages, have been
written about the archeological proofs, historical
evidences, and scientific facts – including
prophetic writings, recorded hundreds of years
before their fulfillment – all proving that the
scriptures are reliable. If we trust that they are
true, then we are also responsible for the things
that they teach. So, we must make a conscious
decision as to whether or not they are true.
Many choose not to believe because they reject
God’s moral standards, thus making a moral
decision of their own.
The moment we step into the realm of unbelief,
we have made a choice. A choice between right
and wrong; between light and darkness. When
we reject God’s truth, we step into the darkness
rather than the light of God’s love and
illuminating purity. Sadly, that unbelief and denial
of God and the reliability of His word, heads us
toward a path of self-destruction.
I encourage you to choose life by studying the
Bible and following its truth. Put your faith in
Jesus and receive His light and love. Live by
choosing God and His ways! True life is not found
putting your trust in a political party or a manmade system, but in the love of God and the
forgiveness of Jesus Christ.
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THE COURIERS
The Couriers is one man’s memoirs of his and others’ service in a
time of Communist oppression against the Christian faith. In this
book, Lawrence recounts his experiences taking Bibles and other
Christian materials to believers behind the Iron Curtain.
Many today, who did not live during the time of Soviet
oppression, are not aware of just how restricted religious
freedom was in those nations under Communist rule.
This book serves as a reminder of both the blessings we enjoy in
our nation in regard to freedom of religion as well as the precious
right to freedom of speech. Join Lawrence as he recounts his
experiences aiding the persecuted Church.
Available at Amazon, B&N, and iBooks

FOR MORE INFORMATION, OR TO PURCHASE
YOUR COPY, GO TO THECOURIERSBOOK.ORG
All proceeds from the sale of this book go to aid the persecuted
Church around the world

FELLOWSHIP • SUPPORT • EMPOWERMENT

World Ministry Fellowship is a cooperative fellowship of Christian ministers and churches that
provides its members community and fellowship, credentials and oversight, as well as
professional development and empowerment.
WMF is rich with history. We invite you to be part of that history and to add to the tapestry
that God is weaving here through World Ministry Fellowship. You can contact us at
wmf@worldministry.com or visit our website at worldministry.com
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A COACHING
MOMENT
BROUGHT TO YOU BY DELIGHTED C0ACHING, INC.
DR LAUREN PATTERSON

“A N D T H E L I G H T S H I N E S I N T H E D A R K N E S S , A N D T H E
DARKNESS DID NOT COMPREHEND IT” JOHN 1:5 NKJV
“HELLO! HOLA! WHAT’S UP, YO! HOWDY, Y’ALL! BONJOUR! HALLÅ!”
All these say “Hello” in different languages and
even in different slang! Yet, how does this relate
to shining your light into the darkness? Well, first
it comes down to obeying the call to shine,
second it comes down to not being afraid to go,
and third it requires relatability.
We are all called to reflect the light of Jesus
Christ. When we do that, His light shines through
us into the dark places of this world. Shining
requires abiding in Him. Connecting to the
ultimate Light Source means we are able to draw
infinite power to shine. We must be sure that we
are diligent in staying plugged into Him, the
ultimate power supply.
Secondly, if we are to walk without fear, we must
be obedient to God’s word. Joshua 1:9 says,
“Have I not commanded you, be not afraid…?”
The verse goes on to say why we shouldn’t be
afraid, for God is with us wherever we go. We
must be aware of God’s presence as we stay
plugged into Him. If we are plugged in, then He is
with us wherever we go.

Lastly, we must be relatable. Just as we learn to
say “Hello” in many other languages and in
various ways, we must do as Jesus did and
identify with those to whom we are
communicating. Jesus spoke to people in relatable
ways by learning about their current
circumstances and their current identity. He then
helped them connect the dots to their identity in
Him. What it meant to be a fisherman in their
day was about food and fulfilling the demands of
a physical hunger. Jesus used that concept to
reveal a Kingdom identity as fishers of men unto
enteral life. As a Master Coach, I’d like to pose a
series of questions and action steps to help you
start shining your light into the darkness.
Question 1: First, are you walking or standing still?
Question 2: Tell me about your current state of
awareness of the presence of God in this walk.
What is it like and how does it feel? What are
you believing God for when you are in His
presence?
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Question 3: Are you allowing Him to speak to
you and tell you where to shine the light. If so,
where is He telling you to shine now?
Question 4: If you have an idea of where you are
to shine your light, write down the results of
what would happen if you operated in this area
every day, all day. What would your local
community look like? What about your home,
family, friends, and even your job?
Question 5: What are some challenges or
obstacles that are getting in the way of you
shining your light? Self-reflect – allow God to
shine His light in your life right now.
Question 6: Reflecting on those challenges, what
is your level of control? What is out of your
control?

Action Step 1: Identify one thing you can do to
start shining your light.
Action Step 2: Set a date on when you can
accomplish this and set up a reminder to follow
through.
Action Step 3: Schedule a Follow up date on
your calendar to identify if you have
accomplished this goal.
If you have taken the time to answer these
questions and set a date to start shining, as well
as a date to check in to see if you have
accomplished your goal, then you have just
successfully self-coached! Shine on, my friend!
In addition to being the founder of Delighted
Coaching, she is also the Director of the
Christian Coaching Program at Summit Bible
College, summitbiblecollege.com.

GROW YOUR MINISTRY OR
NON-PROFIT THROUGH
SIMPLE COACHING
STRATEGIES!
DELIGHTED COACHING IS A GLOBAL LEADER IN BRINGING VISION TO FRUITION

WE CAN HELP YOU:
BUILD STRATEGIES • FACE CHALLENGES • IMPLEMENT ACTION STEPS •
BECOME ACCOUNTABLE TO THE ACTION PLAN • GROW YOURSELF,
YOUR TEAMS, AND YOUR MINISTRY TODAY!
$25 EVALUATION INCLUDES 60 MINUTES OF IMMEDIATE COACHING AND RESULTS

DELIGHTEDCOACHING.COM, OR CALL (661) 487-9897
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GOOD

QUESTION, JESUS!

By Pastor Brian Sharp

Leave it to Jesus to ask a question that shakes
you to your core. God is good at that. In fact, I
have a whole sermon series about questions
God asks. The main thing to keep in mind is that
when God asks a question it’s certainly not
because He is needing more information. It is
always for our sakes, not His. He has all the
answers already so He is obviously wanting us to
delve deep inside ourselves and do some selfexamination of some kind.

unjust, He’s just the opposite. This parable is one
where contrast, not comparison, is used to get
the point across. In other words, what Jesus is
saying is, “If an evil, unjust judge will grant this
widow woman her request because of her
persistence, how much more will your just and
loving Heavenly Father honor your tenacious
prayer request?”

?

In Luke 18:1-8, Jesus tells a parable about a
certain widow and an unjust Judge, then closes
out the story with a very intriguing, even
haunting question. It’s the kind of question He
quite intentionally leaves hanging in the minds of
His hearers. There is one point He is wanting us
to get. However, in order to do this there are
some significant pieces to this puzzle we must
discover.

First, it’s noteworthy to recognize this question is
asked in the context of a parable on prayer. Jesus
begins the parable of the persistent widow by
simply saying up front what the parable is about
so there was no question what the point was.
“Then Jesus told His disciples a parable to show
them that they should always pray and not give up.”
The obvious, general point of the parable is
persistent prayer. Now it’s important to not get
sidetracked with the idea of an “unjust judge” and
comparing him to God. God is certainly not

So, to answer the question of whether Jesus will
find faith on the earth has something to do with
very determined, persistent, tenacious prayer. But
there’s something else that may not be readily
apparent. The bigger picture is that this question
is being asked during a discourse on the second
coming of Jesus. The first part of chapter 18 is
really a carry-over from the last part of chapter
17 where Jesus is teaching about the Kingdom of
God and its relation to His future return.
Jesus is saying there are two aspects of His
Kingdom. The first one is actually within those
who have placed their faith in Jesus as Messiah,
Savior and Lord. The Kingdom is where Jesus is!
Then there’s the external evidence of the
consummation or fulfillment or completion of all
that means when Jesus returns to this earth in
proclaiming eternal victory.
Luke 17:21 – “…the kingdom of God is within
you.”
Luke 17:30 – “It will be just like this on the day
the Son of Man is revealed.”
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There is coming a day that Jesus will be revealed
to all humankind, past and present, when it will
become obvious to all what the Kingdom of God
is really all about! No more guessing, no more
theorizing, no more debating, no more
intellectualizing — only the pure obvious truth
that Jesus is, indeed, Lord of all!

This implies that things are going to be so
difficult, that there will be conditions God’s saints
will endure that justice, vindication, will have to
be done. What kinds of circumstances are we
talking about? Persecution, slander, mistreatment,
abuse, rejection, extreme, anti-Christian prejudice,
just to name a few.

But for now, that nagging question keeps bugging
Any of these sound familiar? These conditions are
us. The conditions of this present world are
no longer relegated to mid-eastern, atheistic,
bearing down on those of us who love Jesus and
communistic, barbaric regimes, but right here in
the
America
pressure
which was
is only
founded
“Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes,
going to
on Judeowill He really find faith on the earth?”
get
Christian
greater.
principles.
When
Make no
we
mistake,
finally
hard times
stop to
for true
think
believers
about it, the question Jesus presents and the
will be felt all over the world before Jesus comes
reason for asking it begins to sink in. In the midst
back, and America is not exempt.
of extremely tough conditions in the end times
Putting all this together, Jesus is asking if, when He
where will our faith be?
returns, will He find Christians with a faith strong
Let’s look at the question of Luke 18:8 one more
time: “However, when the Son of Man comes, will
He find faith on the earth?”
Here, the word “faith” is very common and used
throughout the New Testament and means a
trust and confidence that manifests itself in
obedience and faithfulness.
So, in putting it all together, when we look at
verses 7 and 8 Jesus says, “And will not God
bring about justice for his chosen ones (“elect”,
“believers”), who cry out to him day and night?
Will He keep putting them off? I tell you, He will
see that they get justice, and quickly…”

enough to remain faithful and obedient even
though we are being persecuted, ridiculed,
slandered and rejected by a very secular, selfcentered, Jesus-hating world? Yes, there will be a
lot that God’s faithful people will need to be
vindicated for by God Himself. This kind of faith
is an enduring faith because it loves God more
than anything else, even life itself!
We’re talking a Hebrews11 kind of faith here!
“By faith Abel…by faith Enoch…by faith Noah…
by faith Abraham…by faith Isaac…by faith
Jacob…by faith Joseph…by faith Moses’
parents…by faith Moses…by faith God’s people
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passed through the Red Sea on dry land, (and
get this one) by faith the prostitute Rahab…” A
reading of Hebrews 11:32-38a brings it all home
as it ends, “the world was not worthy of them.”
Indeed!

If this is true, why have we become so
comfortable in Sodom? A faith that is solidly
planted in Jesus Christ will show itself faithful and
obedient, no matter the conditions it finds itself
in.

The truth is it’s the end times and, according to
Biblical prophecy, the world as a whole isn’t going
to get any better. As they persecuted the
prophets and saints of old, so shall we be. The
world we live in is getting darker by the day.
Government and politics are a mess.

It’s a kind of faith that shows up as persistent
prayer that asks and keeps on asking, seeks and
keeps on seeking, and knocks and keeps on
knocking. It’s a faith that is so focused on drawing
close to God and bringing Him glory and that so
touches the very heart of God, we can almost
hear Him saying, “The world is not worthy of you!”

However, the bigger, more powerful truth is
God hasn’t changed!
Jesus hasn’t changed!
People’s need for Him hasn’t changed!
The Bible hasn’t changed!
The power of the Holy Spirit hasn’t changed!

This is the type of faith required in these end
times and is the brand of faith Jesus is asking
about as He waits for us to answer His question,
“…when I come back, will I find persistent, prayerdriven, obedient, never-back-down faith in you?”
Good question, Jesus!

ADVERTISE WITH US!
Our introductory pricing for ad space is very affordable and we’ll
even design the ad for a small cost. Advertise your church, ministry
or business with Connection Point Magazine and help us to keep
sharing God’s answers to Man’s Questions.
For pricing or for more information, contact us at
info@connctingpc.org.
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T H E G O O D, T H E B E A U T I F U L ,
AND THE TRUE
BY DR. RANDY LANE BUNCH

ONE THING I HAVE DESIRED OF THE LORD,
THAT WILL I SEEK:
THAT I MAY DWELL IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD
ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE,
TO BEHOLD THE BEAUTY OF THE LORD,
AND TO INQUIRE IN HIS TEMPLE.
(PSALMS 27:4)
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There are those who would have us believe that
real underlying issue in our society that has
mankind is getting better – improving. Their
brought us to this point to begin with.
utopian vision for the future includes the notion
We teach our young people that right and wrong
of an attainable, or perhaps even occurring, social
are merely social constructs, not based on
evolution in which a society can take shape
objective reality. What’s true is what’s true for
where all share equally in the wealth, no one is
you. The materialist worldview, which is
wrong, all lifestyle choices are right, and all
increasingly gaining traction in our culture, tells us
religions (if such a thing is
there is no intrinsic meaning to
necessary) are equally true.
life, and that we are merely the
BY REMOVING ALL THE
Mankind is equitable and kind to
random products of an
BOUNDARIES OUR SOCIETY
his neighbor, and evil becomes
FOUND INCONVENIENT OR
undirected, natural process.
OFFENSIVE, WE CROSSED
an antiquated notion – you
Since there is no transcendent
THE LINE INTO A DANGER
know, like heaven and hell. No
ZONE THAT WASN’T
reality, all metaphysical concepts,
longer are absolutes necessary,
SUPPOSED TO EXIST. WE’VE
such as worth, meaning, and
REDEFINED EVERYTHING
for everyone does what is right,
beauty, are merely illusory
FROM GENDER TO THE
since whatever one deems to
FUNDAMENTALS OF RIGHT
products of a physical brain
AND WRONG, BUT THE
be the right is, of course, right
which is programmed merely to
UNIVERSE DOESN’T SEEM TO
for them. We all walk around
BE COOPERATING. WE
help us adapt and survive. Since
holding hands and singing John
THOUGHT WE COULD ALTER
there is no objective reality, no
REALITY BY SIMPLY
Lennon’s Imagine, enjoying
one thing has any more worth
RENAMING IT, LIKE
mutual respect, peace, and
SWAPPING THE LABELS ON
or value than another, nor can
CANS, THINKING IT WOULD
tolerance toward all.
anything truly be called right or
CHANGE THE CONTENTS OF

THE CAN.
Such delusions, however, are
wrong, good or evil.
shattered by events such as the
Such a worldview was supposed
one that transpired in a Florida
to free us from antiquated and
High School this last week, or the one in Las
repressive “religious” ideas such as sin and
Vegas some months back, or the one in San
judgment since we had sanctioned everyone’s
Bernardino just over two years ago. Suddenly
choice and provided absolution for every
we’re confronted with the true face of evil, once
indulgence. However, it hasn’t gone according to
again, and the world goes reeling, looking for a
plan. By removing all the boundaries our society
scapegoat that will point the problem away from
found inconvenient or offensive, we crossed the
us. It’s easier to label the perpetrator as a
line into a danger zone that wasn’t supposed to
monster and separate ourselves from him, as
exist. We’ve redefined everything from gender to
though he is some hideous anomaly that could
the fundamentals of right and wrong, but the
never have come from the world we know. As
universe doesn’t seem to be cooperating. We
more of these incidents increase and the political
thought we could alter reality by simply renaming
rhetoric gets louder, many will focus on issues
it, like swapping the labels on cans, thinking it
such as gun control but will refuse to address the
would change the contents of the can.
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A genocide of our most vulnerable citizens,
redefined as protecting women’s reproductive
rights, still leaves scars of loss and guilt.
Celebrating the redefinition of gender to mean
“how we feel about our sexual identity,” rather
than letting simple biological facts guide our
understanding, has led to utter incoherence. The
denial of a Creator and the clear understanding
of objective good and evil has removed a
necessary social restraint and exacerbated the
desperation many feel due to a sense of
meaninglessness and futility. In removing the
moral guardrails that kept us safe, we crashed
into the hard, unyielding wall of reality. Man was
supposed to be inherently good, and yet the
harsh reality of the evening news seems to say
something else. The utopia remains elusive.
The twentieth century was the bloodiest century
in human history, with over one hundred million
dying under totalitarian and fascist regimes led by
despots, such as Stalin, Hitler, Mao, Pol Pot, and
others. Two world wars, countless conflicts, and
abortion on demand has killed countless millions
more. As the famed British journalist, Malcolm
Muggeridge, once quipped, “The depravity of
man is at once the most empirically verifiable
reality but at the
same time the
most
intellectually
resisted fact.” In
other words, no
one wants to
own the truth
that we are
broken and
deeply flawed.
Man is not
inherently good,

but rather, as the Bible tells us, a sinner in need of
a Savior. God destroyed the world by a flood in
Noah’s day because, among other things, “the
earth was filled with violence” (Genesis 6:11),
and it would seem that not much has changed
since.
David, who wrote the Psalm we quoted at the
top of this article, was a man of war. He saw
much of the ugly realities of this fallen world.
Today we can kill at a distance with smart bombs
and drones, but David had done so up close. He
saw the life leaving the eyes of those who were
slain by his sword and witnessed comrades in
arms die in brutal battles. He knew the horrors
of war as well as unrest in his personal life. He
saw turmoil and betrayal in his own house, in
part brought about by his own failings when
temptation lured him from the battlefield to
wandering the rooftops at night. Despite all this,
David was a man after God’s own heart. He
knew that in a fallen world there were battles
that must be fought and justice that had to be
meted out. Nevertheless, David, the Sweet
Psalmist of Israel, longed for the good, and the
true, and the beautiful. He found it in one place:
the presence of God.
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In God, there is no inequity, fear, malice, or deceit.
He is all-knowing, wise, and beautiful and the
author of all that is good. He is a gracious giver of
good gifts and a strengthener of the weak. He is
just in judgment and true in word. He is the
source of all that is pure and holy and the author
of all creativity and beauty. He is the inspiration
behind the exalted verse and the beautiful
melody, and He is the artist who paints the

Today’s killers use automatic weapons and car
bombs. Cain used his own hands. Regardless of
the means, all murder starts in the sin-darkened
hearts of men and women. The sinful nature
seeks to advance one’s own interests at the
expense of others, the ultimate expression of
which is murder. Love, however, seeks instead to
advance the interests of others, even at the
expense of our own. The ultimate expression of
that is to lay down
one’s life for another.
This is love that is quite
literally from out of this
world.
That is why the cross, in
all its brutality and
cruelty, is so beautiful. It
was there on those two
wooden beams on a
Judean hillside, two
thousand years ago,
that perfect love
triumphed over hate,
good overcame evil,
and truth won the day.

sunset. He is the eternal, immutable Truth to
which all objective reality conforms and the
uncreated, first cause of the universe. He is love
and altogether lovely. He is the redeemer of
mankind and a Father to all who put their trust in
Him. In the Person of His Son, He was the
ransom for our sin, and He is the hope of all
mankind.
No earthly answer can right the wrongs so
deeply embedded in our world. We can pass
laws, but we cannot eliminate the lawlessness in
man’s heart. The enemy is within – the danger
internal rather than external. The real answer is
not a change of policy but a change of heart.

The real solution to our dilemma is really not
that complicated. That goodness, which comes
from heaven, must come in and displace the
darkness so prevalent in our world today. The
beauty David once sought to behold in God’s
house is no longer dwelling in temples made by
human hands. Rather, He has taken up residence
in a new dwelling, behind the clay-shuttered
doors of the believing heart. It is there that God
has placed His treasure – that which is good and
beautiful and true.
This article is the title essay in Dr. Randy
Bunch’s new devotional book, due out
sometime in the coming year.
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A PA R T I N G W O R D …
Sometime back I sat down to write the mission
statement of Connecting Point Communications. It’s
important to know why one is doing what one is
doing, and equally important to be able to
communicate it to others. While this ministry is
still in its infancy, we have identified a few things
that we believe define the mission for Connection
Point Communications.
• Connection Point Communications exists to
challenge the assumptions of a postmodern
society by demonstrating the reasonableness
and coherence of the Christian Worldview.
• We also exist to help teach and inspire
Christians to articulate their faith authentically,
boldly, compassionately and persuasively to a
society that has embraced the seductive fallacy
of secular progressivism.

• We exist to present the objective, moral truth
of God’s Word to a society that is quickly
embracing moral relativism as its cultural ethos.
• Furthermore, we exist to marshal the talents
and skills of those desiring to defend the
biblical worldview through all forms of media,
including blogs, teaching materials, video
production, social media, and our flagship
publication, Connecting Point Magazine.
• We are disciples making disciples.
If this is something that interests you, we invite
you to partner with us. We value your prayer and
financial support, as well as any content you
might like to share. We value your voice, and
there is a wide world around us all that
desperately needs to hear the life-changing
message of Jesus Christ.
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CONNECTING POINT

MEDIA RESOURCES

From the beginning it has been our vision to provide resource rich websites and materials that will minister to the needs of God’s people.
From these sites you can access our podcast, discover our radio program air date and time, as well as read our blog,
access our Healing School materials and much, much more. The best part? It’s all free of charge!

Randy Lane Bunch Ministries’ new personal ministry site,
Connection Point Communications, is found at
randylanebunch.org, and contains links to the Connecting
Point Podcast, Dr. Randy’s Blog, Connecting Point Magazine,
and much more! This is Dr. Randy’s newest website,
designed to provide a rich, comprehensive media ministry
experience. The resources are free and updated regularly.

Connecting Point Church is the name of the church that Dr.
Randy and his wife, Maria, pastor in their home town of Taft,
California. Additionally, they lead North East Christian
Church in Bakersfield, California. The church website,
connectingpc.org contains much of the content Dr. Randy’s
personal site does, along with directions to the church and
service times.

Remember, Dr. Randy is available to speak at your church
or ministry event. To contact him, simply email him at
info@connectinpc.org.

Be watching for the new consolidated site that will be even
bigger and better than the current sites are now! Again,
you can contact us at info@connectingpc.org.

Connecting Point
Communications

Where God’s Answers Meet Man’s Questions
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