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I have often asked people in a congregation, “Whom do you have in your 
life that can tell you when you’re wrong?” Do you have relationships of 
accountability? Why do you even need them? The short answer is because 
we can often have a blindspot when it comes to our own lives. We can 
often more easily see faults in others that we excuse in ourselves, whether 
we are conscious of it or not. A good friend, who loves us more than what 
we think about them, will be honest enough to tell us when our 
perspective has gone askew. 

If one has been born again, their heart longs to do the right thing, even 
when the flesh is weak. We sometimes over-estimate our own spiritual 
resources, resolve, and commitment and fall short of the desired mark. 
However, underlying this struggle is a fundamental commitment to walk in 
the light of truth, thus submitting ourselves to God’s authority. The apostle 
John said, “This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare 
to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all” (1 John 1:5). As 
believers we want to walk in that light of fellowship with God which 
necessitates a commitment to truth. However, there are many who have no 
such devotion to truth. In fact, truth has been under a renewed assault in 
our culture for quite some time. In 2016, “post-truth” was the Oxford 
Dictionary Word of the Year.  

If you are at all like me, you’ve had a hard time trying to wrap your mind 
around the deconstruction of truth that our secular, progressive culture has 
been endeavoring to achieve. Things that were once understood to be 
non-negotiable and universally understood are now open to 
reinterpretation at the whim of the individual. This has been most clearly 
demonstrated, perhaps, in the discussions regarding gender identity. 
Regardless of the gender you were born with, you can now use the 
bathroom of your choice at your local Target store, depending on your 
subjective feelings about your gender, and an article I saw today declared 
that the Episcopal Church has taken the terms “husband and wife” out of 
their official wedding ceremony.  

Despite these misguided attempts to bend reality to suit our society’s ever-
changing proclivities, truth is unchanging. It is immutable, and no efforts 
from any people will succeed in realigning the universe to their desire. 
Truth does not swing back and forth like a pendulum. It falls like a plumb 
line. It is the fixed reference point God has given us to steer our course by 
that we might navigate this life successfully. 

 Jesus said, “For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come 
to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed” (John 3:20). Most 
objections to the gospel are not really based on the interpretation of 
evidence, but on man’s desire to live as He chooses (see Romans 1:18-20). 
However, God continues to confirm His Word in power as the Church is 
faithful to hold forth the Word of life. Your voice and your testimony are 
needed in this hour in which truth is on trial.
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ICONOCLAST 
F i n d i n g  t h e  c o u r a g e  o f  o u r  c o n v i c t i o n s  t o  g o  
a g a i n s t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  g r a i n ,  t e a r i n g  d o w n  t h e  

i d e o l o g i c a l  i d o l s  o f  f a l s e h o o d  a s  w e  g o

I solemnly urge you in the presence of God and Christ Jesus, who will 
someday judge the living and the dead when he comes to set up his Kingdom: 

Preach the word of God. Be prepared, whether the time is favorable or not. 
Patiently correct, rebuke, and encourage your people with good teaching. For 
a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome 

teaching. They will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will 
tell them whatever their itching ears want to hear. They will reject the truth 

and chase after myths. (2 Timothy 4:1-4, New Living Translation)
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Everyone likes the anti-hero, the 
maverick who takes on corrupt 
institutional authority to do 
what’s right for the common 
man. He has his own rough 
ethical code that endears us to 
him, despite his imperfections 
and moral shortcomings. It 
sounds daring and brave; 
maybe even sexy. Most heroes 
in our movies today are of the 

anti-hero variety whose 
methods, while sometimes 
morally suspect, are nonetheless 
aimed at a “greater good” (think 
playboy, Tony Stark, and you get 
the idea). With a wink and a 
smile, he accomplishes what 
other, more straightforward and 
morally upright (but bumbling) 
men at arms cannot accomplish 
and rides into the sunset having 

defeated the enemy and 
winning the heart of his leading 
lady. 

The problem with this narrative 
is that none of our “anti-hero” 
types are really going against 
the grain in any significant way 
these days. They certainly aren’t 
challenging the accepted norms 
in our society. Rather, the gritty 
image of the iconoclast that was



once the great anti-hero of 
yesteryear, has been replaced 
by poster boys for political 
correctness, who serve as 
spokesmen for moral and 
cultural relativism. In a day when 
to merely hint that one is 
challenging (much less 
disparaging) the popularly held 
ethos of our culture’s socially 
progressive, secular ideology is 
to guarantee oneself the status 
of a social pariah. If you don’t 
believe me, just ask Kanye West, 
who has recently landed himself 
in hot water for daring to speak 
his own mind rather than 
pushing the party line. 

Every fascist regime has begun 
with a campaign to silence the 
opposition voice, and the 
assault on free speech in our 
nation has never been hotter. 
This campaign today is 

accomplished by imposing a 
distorted version of morality 
upon the public consciousness 
with an unrelenting regularity 
and strident vitriol that labels all 
dissent as treason and all 
opposing voices as subversive. 
Instead of all views having an 
equal voice in the marketplace 
of ideas, only those socially 
sanctioned voices espousing 
the postmodern version of 
tolerance are allowed to express 
their opinion. Ironically, in the 

“age of tolerance,” dissent is 
simply not tolerated. 

For our heroes (or anti-heroes) 
this is a huge problem. How 
does one fight wrong and 
injustice when those are 
ambiguous terms? When right 
and wrong are replaced by 
personal preference and 
feelings, how does one identify 
the enemy? More often than 
not, the enemy today is the one 
who simply refuses to capitulate 
to the loudest voices in the 
room who are endlessly telling 
us that we are wrong, even 
wicked, for believing in moral 
absolutes. Today, the true 
iconoclast is the one who 

believes in objective, moral 
truth in what has been labeled 
the “post-truth” era. The real 
rebel is the one who continues 
to point out that taking the life 
of the unborn is evil, regardless 
of the verbiage attached to give 
it social sanction, that marriage 
cannot be redefined by black-
robed judges, and that truth 
does not become antiquated 
simply because it becomes 
inconvenient. 

We make big noise in the media 
about inappropriate presidential 
tweets and wink at the genocide 
of abortion – arguably the 
greatest evil in the history of all 
human evils since the victims are 

the most innocent and 
vulnerable in our society. It’s 
amazing what one can justify 
doing to another human being 
simply by dehumanize them 
with political rhetoric and fear 
mongering. All genocides have 
been committed by tyrants who 
were able to persuade one 
section of society that a 
particular group of people were 
less human than themselves and 
somehow deserving of reprisals 
of inhuman proportions. 

Rwanda, the Holocaust, slavery, 
and abortion are all examples of 
man’s ability to dehumanize an 
inconvenient segment of society 
to justify unspeakable evil. 

There is a new bully on the 
block today. It’s the new morality 
that says every lifestyle choice 
must be accepted (not merely 
tolerated) as normal. Now states 
like California are endeavoring 
to expand the safe-space of 
politically correct censorship to 
an entire population rather than 
a specially designated place for 
the hypersensitive on a given 
university campus. The idea 
behind this is that we’re sticking 
up for the marginalized, 
protecting their rights, and 
respecting their lifestyle choices. 
It sounds good when put like 
that, but in reality, the opposite 
is true. In fact, this false 
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assumption is based on a 
misunderstanding of truth itself. 

Truth is by its very nature 
exclusive. Anytime we declare a 
propositional statement to be 
true, we are by consequence 
saying the opposite of that truth 
is false or wrong. In fact, it’s an 
untenable position to say there is 
no truth. If someone tells you, 
“There is no truth,” all you have 
to do is ask them, “Do you 
believe that to be true?” It’s a 
self-defeating statement. It’s not 
that anyone really believes there 
is no truth; it’s just that they want 
to redefine truth to their fit their 
agenda. So, what about it? Is 
there an objective truth by which 
human behavior is to be 
governed? Is there a right and a 
wrong? The Christian says there 
is. We believe in a God who 
ordered reality and set 
boundaries for human 
flourishing. He has defined for 
mankind what is good and what 
is evil, not that we might be 
oppressed but that we might 
thrive within those bounds. As 
every parent knows, boundaries 
must be set, and there is danger 
on the wrong side of the lines. 

Telling the truth then, while 
seeming insensitive to our 
hypersensitive culture, is an act 
of love. Why? Because human 
flourishing can only happen 
within the boundaries that God 
has set. We can no more redraw 

the lines of right and wrong than 
we can remake the laws of 
physics that govern our universe. 
The same hand as immutably set 
them both, and He has done so 
for our good. Thus, justice is not 
served by telling people that 
every way is right, but by 
declaring what is right and true 
so that those who choose to do 
so can walk in the light of that 
truth and experience God’s best 
and highest blessings. 

I know of no Christian who wants 
to compel anyone to adopt 
Christian ideals by force. No one 
can be coerced into a 
commitment to truth, and that is 
not the aim of those who hold to 
moral absolutes. Why then is 
even the declaration of Christian 
principles held in such contempt 
by many in our modern culture? 
Why the push to privatize all 
religious expression? I don’t 
want to make lifestyles I disagree 
with a punishable crime. Why is 
it that the very state in which I 
live wants to make my values 
and views a punishable offense? 
If what I and millions of other 
Christians believe is true, then 
love constrains us to share what 
we believe with others. They 
don’t have to believe it, or even 
listen to us as we share it, but in 
a free society, we have the right 
to say it. 

True justice is based on truth, 
and there will be none of it if we 

eradicate objective truth in the 
name of some false version of 
tolerance. True tolerance is not 
silencing dissenting voices but 
respecting those with whom we 
disagree and attributing to them 
the dignity we all share as fellow 
members of the human race – a 
race we believe God created to 
bear His very image. We share 
these truths and run the risk of 
being labeled a rebel (and far 
worse) in our own country, not 
because we think anyone is 
somehow inferior, but rather 
because we think they are made 
for so much more than a revised, 
man-made morality can offer. 

What if the true hero is the man 
or woman who has the courage 
to speak the truth that can 
liberate those living under the 
oppression of culturally 
accepted and socially promoted 
lies? What if cutting against the 
grain of our current cultural 
ethos is not subversive, social 
treason but merely showing 
which way God’s lines of truth 
really run? It’s easy to assume 
someone else is being brave 
and saying what needs to be 
said, but all too often, we who 
believe God’s Word to be true 
are hiding safely behind the wall 
of anonymity. It is time to take a 
stand for truth. That’s what brave 
men have always done. That’s 
what Jesus did. That’s what 
heroes do.

1410 AM KERI , BAKERSFIELD, CA 
SATURDAY, 1:30-1:45 PM 

Dr. Randy is part of the Wilkins Radio Network family. Please 
listen in and send us your feed back. We would love to hear 
from you!

Connecting Point Radio Broadcast



#�6Connecting Point Magazine, Spring 2018

Feel like God has something for you to do?  
He does! Begin the journey of a lifetime! 

‣ Why not today? 
‣ If not, why not? 
‣ If not now, when? 

There’s no time like the present! 
Contact Summit Bible College for a free 
catalogue!

“Now, perhaps more than ever, the Church must rise 
to the challenge of communicating the gospel to a 
nation adrift, without moorings or moral compass. This 
cannot be done through argument alone, but through 
a demonstration of the life and love of God lived out 
through the Church as a witness to the world.”   
                                            Author, Randy Lane Bunch                                                     

This collection of devotional essays by Dr. Randy 
Bunch, will inspire, challenge, and inform you. The 
simple message of the gospel is truth for the ages 
and the answer for all mankind. While this was once 
taken for granted in our nation, it is not so any longer. 
The strident message of relative morality promoted 
by our increasingly secular culture has presented a 
new challenge to the church in America.  

Part apologetics, part Bible teaching, and part 
homespun tales with a message to warm the heart 
and inspire faith, IMMUTABLE: Changeless Truth for a 
Changing World will help you to start thinking about 
how to engage the culture with the timeless truths of 
God’s Word. You can order online from Amazon, 
Barnes & Noble, Apple iBooks, or go to the book 
website at randylanebunch.org! Get your copy today!

Amazon 
Paperback or 
Ebook formats

Barnes & 
Noble Book 

Sellers

Apple iBooks 
for all Apple 

devices

SUMMIT BIBLE COLLEGE 
E Q U I P P I N G  C H R I S T I A N  L E A D E R S  T O  H E L P  T H O S E  I N  N E E D

Call or go online today! 
www.summitbiblecollege.com 

661-328-1151

http://www.randylanebunch.org
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/immutable/id1200584620?mt=11
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I have a leather pouch that I often 
carry with me in my briefcase. The 
pouch itself was a gift from a 
fellow minister; one of those 
expensive, over-priced leather 
pieces from an exclusive line of 
leather works. I cherish it because 
it’s from a friend and fellow, fine 
leather lover, but even more, I 
prize what I carry inside it. 

In that pouch are several pieces 
of well-worn paper containing the 
testimonies of people who were 
miraculously healed through the 
television ministry we once had in 
India. Let me immediately qualify 
that statement by saying that I’m 
not talking about an expensive, 
high-dollar production, but 
something that was literally done 
in my home basement, in the 
most primitive of settings, with 
the cheapest of equipment. 
Today, I’m pretty handy with 

video production, but back then 
we actually used an old home 
camcorder with VHS tapes. Our 
set was composed of a table I 
bought at Kmart and a folding 
room divider covered with 
images of Corinthian columns 
that I bought at a Home Goods 
store. Humble beginnings, to be 
certain, but what we lacked in 
production quality we made up 
for in an earnest desire to see 
lives changed. 

It all started when we were 
contacted by a couple of brothers 
in India who had a wonderful 
ministry in Tamil Nadu, India’s 
southern-most province. Velu and 
Elan, as they become lovingly 
known to my family and me, had 
established and oversaw a large 
number of churches and were 
hungry to see their nation 
touched by the power of God. 

Having seen some of the content 
on our website, they asked me to 
come to India and help them 
“reap a harvest” there. As 
honored as I was by the invitation, 
I explained that I was then busily 
engaged in trying to do the same 
in Vermont, where I pastored at 
the time. 

Undeterred, they invited me to 
provide programming for the 
Christian television channel on 
which they broadcasted. I was 
more than happy to oblige and 
thus began our “international” 
television effort. We primarily 
preached on healing, and at the 
end of the program we prayed for 
the sick and led them to Christ. 
Despite the simplicity of our 
efforts, I knew God would confirm 
His Word. Sure enough, it wasn’t 
long before the testimonies 
began to roll in.
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Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, 
Who only does wondrous things! (Psalms 72:18)

Doer  
of 
Wonders
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Today, at work, I pulled out one 
of those testimonies that Velu 
had sent to me some fourteen 
years ago. Some of them had 
been sent directly to our email, 
which we advertised at the end 
of each program, and some of 
them came into the ministry 
there in India. As I once again 
read that testimony, I smiled and 
then handed it to one of my 
colleagues to read. The letter is 
as follows, with only a few 
adjustments for spelling and 
grammar: 

••• 

Dear Pastor. Randy, 

Trust that you got my earlier 
email. The Lord is working, and 
we have people calling and 
letters keep coming. 

Just now a lady came and told 
that she heard you were 
preaching about a woman with 
an issue of blood. This lady had 
the same problem, and she was 
abandoned by the doctors and 
she became very, very weak 
(and) fragile. 

Almost she hated to live, as she 
thought she was a burden to her 
family. When she (she is Hindu) 
heard that the woman had 12 
years of issue of blood problem, 
she turned the volume high and 
was listening. After the message 
when you prayed, she without 
her knowledge knelt down and 
(was) shouting to Jesus for her 
healing. 

She said it was so powerful that 
she felt a touch and immediately 
she was cured from the problem. 
She is Hindu, and it is not easy 
for her to testify like this, but she 
did. She wanted me to write this 
to you. 

Great things are happening. Tell 
the church that they (are) 
reaching the people that they 
never ever (would have been) 
able to reach. We thank you for 
reaching our country and also 
thanks to your church and other 
sponsors. Please pray that we get 
funds to buy some more 
equipment to produce good 
quality presentation with more 
facilities added to the telecast. 

 See you in April. Bless you. 

 Love, 
Velu 

••• 

I have some three dozen 
testimonies like this, many of 
which are far more dramatic in 
nature, and Velu told me at the 
time that they had at least that 
many more that they had not had 
time to translate. In at least two 
cases, as people were channel 
surfing, they reported that when 
they got to our broadcast the 
remote wouldn’t work anymore, 
so they just watched our 
program. In both of those 
testimonies the individuals were 
healed and had a life-changing 
encounter with Jesus. 

My favorite of all the testimonies 
involves a young girl named 
Jasmine, who was suffering 
terribly with a brain fever. Her 
father testified that despite the 
medications the doctors were 
giving her, she was still in great 
agony. Since they were faithful 
watchers of our program, they 
brought the TV and VCR to the 
hospital to watch recorded 
episodes of the program to 
build their faith. He ends his 
testimony by saying, “We 
brought the TV, VCR and played 

your message and we all knelt 
down and prayed when you 
started praying for the sick. As 
soon as we finished the prayer, 
we saw our daughter (had) 
opened her eyes and was 
praising. Not only that, (but) two 
other patients in (the) adjacent 
room also were healed from their 
illnesses. Thanks to you and (to) 
God. God bless you, Pastor, for 
your love for the sick people.” 

 It certainly wasn’t me or our 
crude television production 
which touched those people in 
India. Our God is a God who 
does wonders, and He is 
working still to bring the life-
changing message of the gospel 
to those suffering in both body 
and spirit. He is not far from any 
of us, but closer than the very air 
we breathe. His wonders are not 
merely the tokens of His power, 
but demonstrations of His 
unfailing love. 

If you have need of His healing 
touch in your life, regardless of 
the need, why don’t you reach 
out to Him in simple faith? That’s 
the kind that works best — 
simple, child-like faith. After all, 
the Bible tells us “whoever calls 
on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved” (Romans 10:13).  

This moment may be God 
pausing your remote to give you 
time to connect with His 
omnipotence. He is just as ready 
and able to heal you where you 
are as anyone else in any other 
part of the world. Why not give 
Him the opportunity to bring 
healing to your life and heaven 
to your heart. His hand is 
stretched out still. He is only 
awaiting a response that He 
might work His wonders in you.



 

For a good while now, we have been writing blogs 
and publishing books, producing podcasts and 
radio programs, as well as dabbling in video 
production. We produce this magazine as a kind of 
“flagship” publication to help people understand 
our heart for the nation, which has, in many 
quarters, sought to abandon our biblical heritage 
for a more secular, progressive worldview that 
seeks to do away with objective, moral values.  

All of these media and 
ministry endeavors, for the 
most part, have gone by the 
name, Connecting Point. So, 
I have decided to finally do 
officially what I have been 
endeavoring to do through 
these various means of 
ministry, and establish 
Connecting Point 
Communications. Our goal 
is to use all available means 
of communication tools to 
get out the message we 
feel God has placed on our 
hearts.  

While I am a pastor of two churches in Kern 
County, I feel that God has called us to be a voice 
to our nation. I am deeply concerned with the 
ideological trends we see in much of our culture, 
as well as the Church’s inability to speak 
convincingly and coherently to these issues. As a 
professor, I have an opportunity to engage 
believers and help shape their awareness of these 
challenges our nation is facing, but we are looking 
to go further still. 

Currently, we are incorporating Connection Point 
Communications. When that process is complete, 
we will begin scheduling meetings in churches, 
hotel conference rooms, class rooms, or wherever 
else God opens the doors. If you would like to 
have us come to your church or ministry event, 

please contact me at info@connectingpc.org. You 
can also go to my personal ministry site, 
randylanebunch.org, and contact me from there as 
well. There is information on that site about the 
seminars we conduct as well as a lot of free media 
resources to help equip the believer to engage our 
culture and grow in his or her faith. 

At Connecting Point Communications, we are not 
just focussing on making a good argument for the 

Christian faith. We also 
believe God reveals 
Himself by demonstrations 
of compassion and power. 
In my early days of ministry, 
God gave me a special 
calling to the healing 
ministry, which has 
remained with me all these 
thirty-plus years. We have 
had glorious testimonies of 
healing, some of which are 
highlighted in this very 
edition of Connecting Point 
Magazine. In addition to 
conducting seminars on 
apologetics and worldview 

issues, we also conduct seminars on healing and 
the move of the Holy Spirit. As important as critical 
thinking and logically coherent arguments are, it 
takes the power of God to change a heart, and we 
believe that God desires to demonstrate his power 
in a fresh way to this generation. Besides the 
seminars, we are also available to speak at a 
Sunday or midweek service. 

If you would like to support our efforts, we would 
appreciate your partnership. A gift of just $20 a 
month can make a world of difference when 
everyone does their part. For more information, 
you can go to my personal website and even 
donate from our Donate tab. May the Lord richly 
bless you in your life and service to Him!
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Delighted Coaching focuses on bringing Vision to fruition by helping you build strategies, face 
challenges head on, and accelerate forward into the Vision God has for your ministry!

Free Consultation - $150/Session - Save by booking multiple sessions in advance!

Go to delightedcoaching.com and schedule your free consultation today,
or call Lauren Patterson, at (661) 487-0897.

Take your Ministry or Non-
Profit Organization To  

The Advanced Level!

“I can say with all honesty that Delighted Coaching has been instrumental in helping us think through the 
vision and the process for the launch of Connecting Point Communications. Lauren and her team combine 
the importance of developing a God-inspired vision along with practical, solid business experience to 
optimize your effectiveness in taking your ministry where you want it to go.”   Dr. Randy Lane Bunch, 
Connection Point Ministries

http://delightedcoaching.com
http://delightedcoaching.com
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You may not know this, but your 
story might just be the most 
powerful tool there is to reach 
our modern culture for Christ. 
Today we live in what is known 
as a postmodern society. While 
definitions of what 
postmodernism is are difficult to 
pin down, even for the experts, 
one characteristic of the trend is 
that it is suspicious of any 
narrative that promotes only one 
way of seeing things. In other 
words, absolutes are “out.” Truth 
is just too restricting for the 
modern, or postmodern, man. 

We live in the day of moral 
relativism, where what is right for 
me is whatever I deem to be 
right at the moment. While the 
incoherence of such a worldview 
may seem obvious to some of 
us, it is how many see reality in 
today’s world. Thus, when we try 

to tell someone the truth of the 
gospel, we may find that they 
immediately get defensive, 
resenting the idea that there is 
only one way to God or the 
notion that there is an objective, 
moral truth to which we are all 
accountable. 

For those of us who have 
embraced God’s Word as true 
and authoritative, there is no 
dilemma here, but for those who 
are living according to the spirit 
and mindset of the age, it is a 
completely different matter. 
Today, a knowledgable Christian 
who is well versed in his faith 
and the scriptures may simply 
find that his well-crafted 
presentation of the gospel is 
met with indifference, as the 
listener dreamily sighs and says, 
“Well, I’m glad that woks for you, 

but I’m on a  journey looking for 
my own truth.” 

Indeed, while some may be 
open to familiar, traditional 
means of evangelism, there is a 
growing trend in our culture to 
reject any kind of dogma that 
aims to pin the individual to the 
wall with truth claims. So, how 
do we reach a culture that 
believes that truth is relative and 
rejects the notion that right and 
wrong are even definable? 

There is a well-tested and 
proven means of reaching such 
a people with the message of 
the gospel. That method is your 
story. You can call it your 
testimony if you prefer, but it is 
the book of your life, told with 
conviction by the one who lived 
it. People may reject your gospel 
tract or invitation to church, but 
few can resist a good story.

“BLESSED BE THE 
GOD AND FATHER OF 
OUR LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, THE FATHER 
OF MERCIES AND GOD 
OF ALL COMFORT, 
WHO COMFORTS US IN 
ALL OUR 
TRIBULATION, THAT 
WE MAY BE ABLE TO 
COMFORT THOSE 
WHO ARE IN ANY 
TROUBLE, WITH THE 
COMFORT WITH 
WHICH WE 
OURSELVES ARE 
COMFORTED BY GOD.” 
(2 CORINTHIANS 1:3-4)

The God Who Wastes Nothing 
How God Will Turn Your Pain Points Into Connection Points
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Your testimony does not 
necessarily demand anything of 
the listener, and thus it puts 
them at their ease to hear the 
power of the gospel in narrative 
form. It tells the story of your life: 
how you were lost, how you 
were found, and the love and 
grace of the Savior who took you 
at your worst and claimed you 
for His own. It’s the love story of 
mercy that healed the 
brokenhearted, and set the 
prisoner free.  

Testimonies do not preach at 
people, but rather they draw 
them in through the age-old art 
of storytelling. But this is 
storytelling at its best: not the 
fairytales of childhood of 
imaginary people and pretend 
worlds, but of real survivors who 
saw life’s battles up close and 
were rescued by the One who 
snatched them from the heat of 
battle and broke their bonds 
asunder when it seemed all 
hope was lost. 

Our stories help us identify with 
a hurting world who understand 
what it means to be rejected, 
afraid, bullied, or addicted. Even 
better, our stories reveal that 
there is a way out. They give 
hope to those still bound, 
isolated in the prison of their 
own mind, assuring them that 
there is One who will reach into 
their darkness and lead them out 
to freedom. 

Our testimony doesn’t condemn 
anyone, because it isn’t so much 
directed at the hearer as it is 
simply there to tell how our life 
was changed by a personal 
encounter. They can take it or 
leave it, but they can’t invalidate 

it, because it’s your story — not 
theirs. 

For some of us, there are lessons 
we learned in life at much too 
high a cost. We wouldn’t suffer 
the losses we did or make the  
poor choices we made if we 
could do it again. Nevertheless, 
we are now on the other side of 
that experience, and we found a 
loving God who, in His mercy, 
restored us to life and purpose. 
Perhaps we suffered the 
consequences of our actions, or 
just simply suffered at the hands 
of others, but either way, we now 
have a story we can tell.  

You might have come through 
addiction, abuse, or divorce. You 
may have lost a loved one or 
failed the ones you love. You 
might have been ready to take 
your life when mercy suddenly 
stepped in and spared you. 
Perhaps now that time is behind 
you, and you’ve worked hard to 
put distance between you and a 
difficult past. You may not want 
to remember where you’ve 
come from, and you may even 
think that it is best to never let 
others know about the dark 
paths you once walked. 
However, there are others who 
need to hear the truth and 
wisdom you learned in your 
journey. They need to know that 
there are still possibilities for 
them, and your story may give 
them the assurance that there 
can indeed be new life on the 
other side of failure. 

It’s wrong to think that the only 
good stories are the ones in 
which everything always works 
out for the best. Most people 
can’t identify with those stories. 
Ours is a broken world, and most 

of us, at some time or other have 
fallen victim to the harsh realities 
of life. That’s not to say that we 
haven’t found victory in Christ, or 
that we don’t know the joy of 
salvation. We can testify that we 
are the redeemed of the Lord, 
and He has put a song in our 
heart! However, we must be ever 
mindful that there are others 
who have not yet found a reason 
to sing, and it might be our 
willingness to reach back into 
our past to share some hard-
earned wisdom that makes the 
difference between life and 
death for that one whose hope 
has failed. 

You don’t have to live there. You 
don’t have to identify with who 
you used to be. You have a new 
identity in Christ, and He has 
washed you clean and made you 
new. But He does want you to be 
willing to reach back to those 
still lost. Jesus came down to 
where we were that He might lift 
us up to where He is, seated at 
the Father’s right hand. 

We have our stories to tell, and it 
is through them that we can 
connect with those who’ve not 
yet found their way to freedom. 
Our God wastes nothing, and He 
will use our past pain points as 
potential connection points to 
reach those who are living in that 
reality right now. It might be your 
story that shines the light of 
Christ on their dark road to lead 
the sinner home.

This article is updated and 
revised and first appeared in 
Dr. Randy’s blog and his 
devotional, Immutable: 
Changeless Truth For A 
Changing World.
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Today I was listening to an astrophysicist talking 
about the expansion of the universe. He said that as 
the universe continues to expand, the speed at 
which it is expanding grows faster. This is because 
as stars and other heavenly bodies grow apart from 
one another, the gravity attracting them to each 
other weakens, somehow releasing the restraints on 
the expansion rate of the universe. If that sounds 
complicated to you, don’t worry. You’re not alone. 

The fact of the matter is, when we consider the 
heavens and the vast distances between the stars 
and galaxies, we quickly run into numbers that are 
so incredibly large that we lose perspective and fail 
to truly appreciate just how enormous they really 
are. A simple illustration might suffice to begin to 
help us understand the kinds of numbers we’re 
talking about. The nearest stars to ours are the three 
stars in the Alpha Centauri system. From a 
cosmological perspective, they are very close: only 
about 4.4 light years away. It even sounds kind of 
close, doesn’t it? However, a light year, of course, is 
the distance one travels at the speed of light for one 
year. So, a light year is approximately 5.88 trillion 
miles. Yes, that is trillion with a T. So, if you decide to 
visit, take a big suitcase and plenty of snacks, 
because our nearest neighbor is somewhere in the 
range of 24 trillion miles away. 

The galaxy that is on record as being furthest from 
us is 13.3 billion light-years away. Since it takes light 
from these distant galaxies so long to reach us, 
looking into our giant telescopes is literally like 
looking back in time to the very beginnings of our 
universe. No wonder the Psalmist said, 

“When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your 
fingers, 
The moon and the stars, which You have ordained, 
What is man that You are mindful of him, 
And the son of man that You visit him? (Psalm 8:3-4) 

These cosmological realities tell us something of the 
might and knowledge of God. He is omnipotent, or 
all-powerful, and omniscient, or all-knowing. 
However, these are not the greatest, or even the 
most descriptive, attributes of God. They are 
impressive, to be sure, but they don’t really help us 
to truly know what God is like. For example, if you 
asked someone about a particular person and they 
said, “Oh yes, I know him. He can really bench press 
a lot,” or, “Oh yes, I know him. He’s really smart,” that 
would tell you something about that person, but 
you wouldn’t really know him. 

We’ve all heard stories about our favorite actor or 
athlete. We can see them on television so much and 
know their stats so well that we think we really know 
them. But in reality, knowing all these things about 
these people doesn’t mean we really know them. In 
fact, people are often disappointed to find out that 
the image of the person they idolized is a far cry 
from what the actual person is like. 

God is great, but even more to the point, God is 
good. The Bible is not so much a revelation of the 
might or wisdom of God, as it is a revelation of His 
love. In fact, the Bible really is a love story. It’s a story 
of love found and lost and found again. It tells of 
how man enjoyed perfect communion with God in 
paradise, only to lose it through his own folly. 
However, though man was sundered from God by

Devotional Moment
Dr. Randy Lane Bunch

Incalculable 
(The following is an excerpt from Dr. Randy’s book, Immutable: Changeless Truth For A Changing World) 

“Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His 
judgments and His ways past finding out! (Romans 11:33)



 so great a chasm, God was not willing to lose him 
forever. From the very beginning, the Bible is clear 
that man is the object of God’s love. 

When God refers to the vastness of the cosmos 
which He created, He passes it off in the creation 
account with the simple statement, “He made the 
stars also” (Genesis 1:16). Yet He goes into detail 
about the creation of man, whom He made in His 
image, according to His likeness” (see Genesis 

1:26), placing them in a perfect world where they 
would have dominion over creation and walk with 
God. Even in our exile after the fall, God cared for 
us, working His great redemption plan over the 

centuries until that moment in which it was 
consummated through the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus. 

No distance in the heavens can compare with the 
distance He spanned to reach us in our brokenness, 
for to reach us God Himself entered the very 
creation He spoke into existence and became one 
of us. The Eternal stepped into time and space, and 
the Immortal took upon Himself flesh and blood. 
The Almighty became a baby, and the Sinless took 
upon Himself our sin. The God to whom all creation 
gives glory bore our shame and was rejected by 
sinful men. The guiltless Son of God died an 
ignominious death to pay our ransom. 

God is great, but more important to me is the fact 
that “God is love” (1 John 4:8). He loved us so much 
that we cannot fully comprehend in our finite state 
the degree of love that motivated God to pursue us 
in our brokenness. But He loves us still, fully and 
completely. In one of those paradoxical statements 
in scripture, the apostle Paul prayed for the 
Ephesians that they would know the love of Christ 
which passes knowledge” (Ephesians 3:19). If one 
can know the unknowable and comprehend the 
incomprehensible, it is through understanding 
something of the depth of his fathomless love, for it 
is that love which is truly incalculable.

“No distance in the heavens can 
compare with the distance He 
spanned to reach us in our 
brokenness, for to reach us God 
Himself entered the very 
creation He spoke into existence 
and became one of us.”

Advertise With Us! 
Y O U R  A D  C A N  G O  H E R E !  

Place your ad with Connection Point Magazine! Each month we send our 
magazine out to a growing group of Pastors, Ministry Leaders, and 

Business Owners! You can let them know about your ministry or 
business for a great price! Advertise regularly and the price gets even 

better! For more information, contact us at info@connectingpc.org!
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CONNECTING 
The Three-fold Mission of Connecting 
Point Church, helping people connect 
with His purpose!
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T H E  C H R I S T I A N  L I F E  W A S  
N E V E R  M E A N T  T O  B E  L I V E D  I N  

I S O L A T I O N .  W E  A R E  C A L L E D  
T O  C O N N E C T .  W E  A R E  T O  
C O N N E C T  W I T H  G O D ,  H I S  

P E O P L E ,  A N D  H I S  M I S S I O N !  

CONNECTING WITH GOD  
THROUGH JESUS CHRIST 

God never meant us to do life alone. First 
and foremost, God wants us to 
experience a dynamic and ever-growing 
relationship with Him. He made the 
ultimate investment into our lives when 
He sent Jesus to the cross to die for our 
sins that we might be reconciled to Him 
(2 Corinthians 5:21).  

That's our connection point with His 
purpose. When we accept Jesus into our 
lives and receive the new life He came to 
bring us, we begin a journey, an 
adventure of faith with God.  

The new birth is your connection point 
with God's purpose for your life, but the 
journey doesn't end there. In fact, it is 
only beginning. 

CONNECTING WITH  
GOD'S PEOPLE 

Beyond connecting with God through a 
relationship with Jesus, God wants you to 
connect with Him through His family, the 
Church. The Church is called to be the 
tangible expression of God’s will in the 
earth.  

It's through our connection with 
God's Church that we grow (Ephesians 
4:15-16), and have opportunity to serve 
and invest the gifts God has given us (see 
Ephesians 4:7, 1 Peter 4:10-11).  

According to God's Word, our 
involvement with the Church is non-
negotiable because He has called us to 
love and strengthen one another in the 
community of the local fellowship 
(Hebrews 10:24-25). 

CONNECTING WITH  
GOD'S MISSION 

As we shared already, the Church is to be 
the tangible expression of God in the 
earth. We are called to make disciples of 
all nations, starting with where we are 
right now (Matthew 28:18-20, Acts 1:8).  

The gospel must not be merely 
communicated; it must be 
demonstrated! To do this, we must 
express the life and love of God in 
practical, tangible ways that provide a 
platform of credibility for the gospel and 
demonstrate the genuineness of our 
faith.  

We have a mandate from the Head of the 
Church, Jesus Christ, to let His life and 
love be known to our community and the 
world. We hope you'll join us!

Our Style… 

Each church is unique. I think that his how God meant for it to be. He 
seems to have put diversity in nearly everything He made, and it seems He 
meant the same to be true with the local church. While we hold to the 
same eternal truths, our styles differ. 

At Connecting Point Church, we are very serious about God, His Word, and 
His presence, but we are also a fun-loving, joyful family who know not to 
take ourselves too seriously. We tend to dress a little more casually and are 
more concerned about your heart than your wardrobe.  

Some time back I got acquainted with Psalm 68:6 which says, “God places 
the lonely in families; He sets the prisoners free and gives them joy.” We 
hope God will place you in our family. You would be very welcome!



Connecting Point Church is a Spirit-filled, Bible teaching church, located in Taft, California.  
Our services are contemporary, and our dress is casual. 

Whether you’re a “lifer” or you’ve never been to church in your whole life, we believe you’ll be comfortable among our 
warm and friendly church family. Join us! You will be very welcome, and we know that God will meet you here.  

He always does. He’s just like that! 

For more information: 
Website: connctingpc.org 

Email: info@connectingpc.org 
Phone:(661) 623-5001 

“God gives the lonely a home.  
He leads prisoners out with joy…”  

Psalm 68:6

Connecting Point

If you’re wanting to connect with 
Connecting Point Church, our website is a 
great way to begin! Get to know our 
pastors, our doctrine, our location and 
service times, as well as a host of other 
relevant info! 

Also, take time to avail yourself to all the 
free resources on the site. If you’d like to 
be added to our mailing list, you can fill 
out a contact form on the Contact page. 
To access the website, log on to 
connectingpc.org.

Randy Lane Bunch Ministries’ new site contains the Connecting Point Podcast, Dr. Randy’s 
Blog, Connecting Point Magazine, and much more! This is Dr. Randy’s newest website, 
designed to provide a rich, comprehensive media ministry experience. The resources are 
free and updated regularly. 

In addition to pastoring Connecting Point Church in Taft and Northeast Christian Church 
in Bakersfield, Dr. Randy is also available to speak at your church or ministry event. To 
contact him, simply go to his site and click the Contact button to let him know the time 
and date of your event. He also conducts “Saturday Seminars” on a number of topics. 
Details about these are on his website under the Speaking tab. 

 Also, if you would like to purchase Dr. Randy’s books, you may do so by clicking on the 
links provided. Just go to randylanebunch.org. 

From the beginning it has been our vision to provide resource rich websites and materials that will minister to the needs of God’s people.  
From these sites you can access our podcast, discover our radio program air dates and times, as well as read our blog,  

access our Healing School materials and much, much more. The best part? It’s all free of charge!

MediaResources
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